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SUBJECT: VISIT OF FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY FOREIGN MINISTER, 
HANS DIETRICH GENSCHER, APRIL 23-25 

1 . ON THE WAY FROM INDIA TO INDONESIA, FOREIGN MINISTER 
GENSCHER AND PARTY MADE A BRIEF GOOD WILL STOPOVER IN 
COLOMBO, ARRIVING ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON AND DEPARTING ON 
MONDAY MONRING. EXCEPT FOR A TWO-HOUR MEETING WITH CEYLONESE 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, THE VISIT WAS LARGELY CEREMONIAL, 
INCLUDING COURTSY CALLS ON THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME 

MINISTER AND THE LAYING OA A CORNERSTONE FOR THE NEW 
GERMANY CHANCERY. 

2. ACCORDING TO A MINISTRY OF DEFENCE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(MDFA) OFFICER IN THE MEETING WITH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
GENSCHER TOUCHED GENERALLY ON A BROAD RANGE OF INTER- 
NATIONAL AND ECONOMIC ISSUES. HE EXPLAINED EUROPEAN 
INITIATIVES IN INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS AND EXPRESSED 
OPTIMISM THAT AGREEMENT WOULD BE REACHED IN THE NORTH/ 

SOUTH DIALOGUE AND ON A COMMON FUND. HE ALSO SAID 
THAT HE WAS SATISFIED WITH PROGRESS SINCE THE 
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HELSINKI AGREEMENT AND THAT HE WAS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
THE OUTCOME OF THE BELGRADE MEETING LATER THIS YEAR. 

HE ALSO MADE A PLEA THAT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES BE 
PATIENT AND GIVE PRESIDENT CARTER S ADMINISTRATION 
TIME TO FORMULATE ITS THINKING ON THE MYRIAD OF 
PROGLEMS IT IS FACING AND ASKED FOR SIMILAR CONSIDERA- 
TION FOR THE BRITISH IN SOURTHERN AFRICA, SAYING 
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THAT HE IS CONVINCED THE BRITISH ARE SINCERELY 
SEEKING A PECEFUL SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM. DESPITE 
THE HIGH-POWERED INDUSTRIAL GROUP TRAVELING WITH 
GENSCHER. THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION OF POSSIBILITIES 
FOR GERMAN PRIVATE INVESTMENT IN SRI LANKA. 

GENSCHER SAID. HOWEVER, THAT GERMAN ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
WOULD CONTINUE. 

NEITHER BEFORE NOR AFTER THE VISIT DID MDFA 
OFFICIALS SEE THE GENSCHER VISIT FOR ANYTHING MORE 
THAN WHAT IT WAS. A PLEASANT WEEKEND STOPOVER BETWEEN 
TWO COUNTRIES MORE IMPORTANT TO GERMANY'S INTERESTS AND AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO REPAY MADAM BANDARANAIKE'S 1974 VISIT 
TO GERMANY. 

REED 
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